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OcHMBaKe KyATYPHMX APYLUTABA M MHCTUTYUMja Wwrpom Cpbuje HakoH BankaHCKMx
paTtoBa, 6uno je jeaaH og npuoputeTa KpasbesuHe Cpbuje. Ocum KynTypHe nure,
[enoBase Ccy U CprcKke 3eM/bOpagHNYKe 3a4pyre, PasHUYKa U NApPTUJCKa YAPYIKeHba,
06jeanbeHN y BasKHOj MUCKjU — 06pa3oBatby, NpocBehmBakby U KyATYPHOM y3aM3akby
cBOr HapoZa. AyTopKe paga HacToje Aa NpaTe UCTOPUCKM pa3eoj KynTypHe anre, umjum
pa3BojeM M AeNoBarbeM Cy Ce CTBOPU/IM YC/IOBM 3a HACTaHaK jaBHWUX BubanoTeka y
Cpbujn.

The establishment of cultural societies and institutions throughout Serbia after the
Balkan wars were one of the priorities of the Kingdom of Serbia. In addition to the
Cultural League, there were also Serbian agricultural cooperatives, workers’ and party
associations, united in an important mission — education, enlightenment and cultural
uplifting of their people. The authors of the paper try to follow the historical devel-
opment of the Cultural League, whose development and activities have created the

conditions for the emergence of public libraries in Serbia.

YBog,

On HacraHKka cBeTa HHUje OMIIO 3HaYajHHUjer U3yma
on xaprtuje u nepa. Kajga je 4oBek Hallla0 HauWH
Jla 3alnCyje W MPEHOCH Ca3Hama W 3Hama, Jalbe
je cBe OWJI0 HEMHHOBHO HajorpahuBame, pas-
BUjalbe M yCaBpIIaBabe Ka JAHAIIEM BPEMEHY.
OnucMmemaBame 1 00pa3oBambe Cy, 0 HajpaHHjUX
BpeMeHa, OCTANIHN je/laH Off HajBAKHUjHUX 3a/1aTaKa
U pa3BHjEHUX M OHUX Mambe Pa3BUjeHHX JAPYIITa-
Ba, @ CBE y TEXKIbH 32 00JHMM YCIIOBHMA CBEOIIIITET
JKUBJbEHA. AKO C€ CIIOKUMO JIa je TI0jeAMHAIl, JINY-
HOCT, UHAUBH YA, Ka0 HYKJICYC JpyUITBAa, CHHOHUM
3a MIOYETHH UMITYJIC M CHAry Ha IyTy pa3Boja, OHJIa
OHA, y CIIPe3H ca MHCTUTYIIHjama JIPYIITBA U CUCTe-
MOM, MOpa JIaTH MOXKeJbHE pe3yaTare.

ToBopehu o cprickoM IpyIITBY, TZ€ je MOTIa4eHH
MOJIOKaj Hapoaa Kpo3 MCTOpHjy OMO decT, yiora
nojenuHIla Ouia je moceOHo HarameHa. Mmyhau
MOjeAMHIM KOjU Cy OWIM Y MPHIUIHM J1a CE IIKO-
Jyjy Y WHOCTPAHCTBY, CBEIITEHA JIUIA, CTYICHTH,
HaJapeHu MIIaJu JbYI, UHTEJEKTyallll BU3NOHA-
pHu U narpuore, Meh)y mpBuMa Cy YBUJACIH 3HAYa]
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Introduction

Since the creation of the world, there has been no
more significant invention than paper and quill.
When man found a way to write down and transmit
discoveries and knowledge, then everything was,
inevitably, upgrading, developing and improving
to to the present time. Literacy and education have,
since the earliest times, become one of the most
important tasks of both developed and less devel-
oped societies, all in the pursuit of better conditions
for universal living. If we agree that the someone,
person, individual, as the nucleus of society, is a
synonym for the initial impulse and strength on the
path of development, then, in conjunction with the
institutions of society and the system, it must give
the desired results.

Speaking of Serbian society, where the oppressed
position of the people has been common through-
out history, the role of the individual was especially
emphasized. Wealthy individuals who had the op-
portunity to study abroad, clergy, students, talent-
ed young people, visionary intellectuals and patri-



NHCaHe PeYr M IIMPEHa 3HaWba 3a JJaJbU HAMpeaaK
Cpbuje. On crumama camoctamHoctu KHexeBu-
He u Kpamepune CpoOuje (1830-1878) no kpaja
[IpBOr CcBEeTCKOT para yCIOBH 332 OCHHBAaHE ILKO-
Ja ¥ 00pa3oBame HACTABHOT KajJpa OWIM Cy BUIIE
HEro CKpOMHH, aJii BPEMEHOM OIIITC APYIITBCHE
npuike ¢y omoryhapaiie yiarame y o0pa3oBame.
Ckymbajyhu kmure, yacornuce, IpupyIHUKE U YIJ-
OCHUKE KOje Cy CaMU KOPHCTHWIIH, TI0JaKo cy (Gop-
Mupaiu cBoje KyhHe Onbmuorexke.

OCBpT Ha KYNITYPHO-UCTOPUjCKa AeluaBakba

Ucropujcke mpmivke Ha bankany u y Cpbuju cy
OwnJie CIIOXKeHe, a y BpeMEHUMa JIa JIU TI0Jl TYPCKOM,
Xa030ypIIKOM M aycTpoyrapckoM Biamihy, KyniTy-
pa u obpasoBame cy Omnu Meh)y npBuMa Ha yaapy,
y KyATypy U 00pazoBame HHj€ JOBOJFHO YJaraHo.
3Hao ce ja, ako ce Oyze Iyliro 00pa30BHU Ha-
MIpeIaKk U pa3Boj MPOCBETE, aK0O ce Oyze ypyIiaBao
IIKOJICKU cUcTeM, Johu he y muTame odyBame Ha-
[IMOHATHOT HJICHTUTETA W MaTepUjallHe M TyXOBHE
Oamtune. Behu neo cranopaumTia (90%) y Cp-
6uju y 19. Bexy 0aBHO ce 3eMJbOPaHOM U CTOdap-
CTBOM, YII€O TPaJCKOT CTAHOBHHUIITBA j€ BapHPao
orn 11 no 14%, mTo jacHO yKasyje W Ha TpOIeHAT
HEIUCMEHUX, alld U Ha HEIOBOJbAH OpOj IUCMe-
HUX, Tj. KaJpa Koju O MOTao Jla OMICMEmaBa 1 00-
pasyje. Hajsnagajanju norahaj y TakBUM OKOJIHO-
CTHMA 3a CPIICKH HapoJ| OWia Cy TpW HajBHIIA Lap-
cka akra, xarumepudwu, (1829, 1830, 1833) kojuma
je Kuexerunn CpOuju Ouiia rapaHTOBaHa: clio0o0-
Jla BEPOWCIIOBECTH, OCHHBAaha IIKOJIA, OOIHHIIA,
mTamIapuja, CaMOCTAIHH CYJACKH OPTaHH, MPaBO
Ha cio00y KpeTama U 0aBiberme TProBUHOM. O
BEJIMKE BaXKHOCTH 3a JIP)KaBHO ypeheme Ouio je u
noHomeme Cperemekor ycrasa (1835), xojum je
3a0parmbCeH KYIyK, IPOKIaAMOBaHa jeJJHAKOCTH CBUX
rpahana mpen cymoM M 3arapaHTOBaHa cio0ona
BEPOKCIIOBECTH, YUME CYy CE€ CTEKJIH MOBOJHHU YC-
JIOBU 3a JiaJbW Hampegak ¥ y oOJlaCTH MIKOJICTBA
u npocsere. JoBan Crepuja IlomoBuh je caumnmo
“YcrpojeHnje jaBHOT YYHMIIMIITHOT HAacTaBieHHja”
(1844) xoje mpensuha oCHUBakE OCHOBHUX, TPTO-
BaYKHUX IIKOJIa, TMMHAa3Wja u aureja. Crenehu 3Ha-
YajaH IOKYMEHT je ‘“3akoH 0 00aBE3HOM OCHOBHOM
mikosioBamy” (1882) koju npensuha jaa apxasa du-
HaHCHPa, OPraHu3yje U BPIIU HAJA30p HaJIl IPOCBET-
HUM cucteMoM y Cpowuju.

KyntypHe nure

WMHunmjaTuBoM Tpyle HHTENEKTyajala, 4IaHOBa
CpIICKE KYITypHE €JIUTE, a MO YIVIe[y Ha HEKe €B-
poIicKe TpazioBe y Kojuma cy Beh 3a)kuBena TakBa

ots, were among the first to see the importance of
the written word and the spread of knowledge for
the further progress of Serbia. From the independ-
ence of the Principality and the Kingdom of Serbia
(1830-1878) until the end of the First World War,
the conditions for the establishment of schools and
the education of teachers were more than modest,
but over time the general social circumstances ena-
bled investment in education. By collecting books,
journals, manuals, and textbooks that they used
themselves, they have slowly formed their home
libraries.

A review of cultural and historical events

The historical situation in the Balkans and in Ser-
bia was complex, and in the times under Turkish,
Habsburg or Austro-Hungarian rule, culture and ed-
ucation were among the first on the line, not enough
was invested in culture and education. It was known
that if educational progress and the development of
education is stifling, if the school system collaps-
es, the preservation of national identity and mate-
rial and spiritual heritage would come in question.
Most of the population (90%) in Serbia in the 19%
century was working in agriculture and animal hus-
bandry, the share of urban population varied from
11 to 14%, which clearly indicate the percentage of
illiterate, but also the insufficient number of literate,
i.e. staff that could literate and educate. The most
significant event, in such circumstances, for the
Serbian people were the three highest imperial acts,
hatt-i sharifs (1829, 1830, 1833) which guaranteed
the Principality of Serbia: freedom of religion, es-
tablishment of schools, hospitals, printing houses,
independent judicial authorities, the right to free-
dom of movement and trading. Of great importance
for the state system was the adoption of the Sretenje
Constitution (1835), which banned corvée (statute
labour), proclaimed the equality of all citizens be-
fore the court and guaranteed freedom of religion,
which provided favorable conditions for further
progress in the field of education. Jovan Sterija Pop-
ovi¢ composed “Ustrojenije javnog uciliStnog nas-
tavlenija” (Organization of public school education)
(1844) which foresees the establishment of primary
and trade schools, gymnasiums and lyceums. The
next important document is “Zakon o obaveznom
osnovnom S$kolovanju” (the Law on Compulsory
Primary Education) (1882), which provides that the
state finances, organizes and supervises the educa-
tion system in Serbia.

Malesev, Zecevi¢, Topalov
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WIN CIIMYHA YIPYKEeHha U IOKPETH, HCTOPHUjCKU U3-
Bopu Oenexxe Hactanak KynarypHe snure y CpOuju
TokoM 1908. romuHe. YV HajiIupeM CMHUCIY peuH,
TO je OO MOKPET 3a KYATYpHH IMPEHOpPOI 3eMJbE.
Hocuoun “kyarypHor xoma” y TO Bpeme OMIH Cy
YHUBEP3UTETCKH Tpodecopu, MpBeHCTBeHO ca be-
OrpajICKOT YHUBEP3UTETA, KOJH CYy, KA0 YMHH JbYIH
OHOT' BPEMEHAa, OCHM CBOI' OCHOBHOI' MO3MBa Ha
GbaxyaTeTHMa, careiand HEONXOMHOCT MINPeHha
3Hamba M oOpa3oBama Mel)y MIMPOKUM HApPOJHUM
Macama. CBOjy 3amMHcao MPOKJIaMOBAIU Cy HH30M
KYJITYPHO-TIPOCBETHUX aKTMBHOCTH. Je[aH of1 uell-
HUX JbYJIU OBOT MOKpeTa OWO je Tajallllbu PEKTOp
6eorpajckor yuuepsutera Casa Ypomieruh! xoju
je, roBopehu o 3Hauajy npoceehuBama Hapona, uc-
TaKao Jla Cy TeMeJbU jeJIHE HalpeIHEe U YCTPOjeHe
JpXKaBe ‘“‘BUCOKa MPOCBENEHOCT, BUCOKA KYITYpa,
jaka MopajiHa CHara W OIINTE OJIaroCTame jeIHOT
Hapopa”.> PykoBonehu ce oBUM Hauyennma, mOKpeT
KynrypHa nura umao je BUIIECTPYKY yJiory. JemaHa
OJ1 B&XHUX aKTMBHOCTH Owmiia je oOe3z0ehuBame u
npyKambe MaTepHujaiHe momMohu cupomamHuM ha-
UUMa M CTYAECHTHMA, KOjU CY, HOTIOMOTHYTH (u-
HAHCHjCKH, OWIIM Y MOTYRHOCTH /1a HacTaBe CBOje
mKoyioBame. Y Ty cBpxy je Kynrypna nura dopmu-
paina u cBoj ¢onz (1910. ronune), a mpBH NPHUIIOT je
nao kpasb [lerap [ Kapahopheruh. Hosar u3 ¢on-
Jla CIY)KHO je 3a IMOMOh y pajy JOKaTHUX 0700pa
Jlure, a moxpa3ymeBao je, ocuM (UHAHCH]CKE I10-
MOhM MPHUIMKOM IIKOJIOBaa M HaO0aBKe KIbUTa, U
obe30ehuBame onehe u 00yhe 3a yrpokeHO cTaHOB-
HUITBO. O/ BEJHMKE BAKHOCTH j€ U MOAATAK Jia Ce
nokpet KynTypHa siura 3anarao 3a IKkoJIoBabe T3B.
“KEHCKE OMJIQJIMHE”, 1IITO j& TPEACTaBIbAIIO MPABU
M3a30B TPAJAUIIMOHAIIHO] JAPYIITBEHO] YJIO3U KEHA
M CBECTH 3a MOTPEOOM IIKOJIOBama JKCHCKE Jele
y marpujapxajlHoM OKpyXkewy. BaxHo je ucrahwm
na cy, nopen mnokpera KyntypHe yure, 3HadajHy
yJory y MOAu3amy MpocBeTe u Kyitype mely Ha-
porom mManu u JpymrTBo 3a HapoaHO mpocBehu-
Bame U IIKOJICKY Xurujeny, Kono cprickux cecrapa,
JpywmTBo cTyneHara npupoamaka, Jpyurso 3a uy-
Bamb€ HAPOJIHOT 3/[paBiba U JIp.

Ky.J'ITypHO Halpea0oBamEe KPO3 OMUCMCHAaBAKC HaA-
poaa, CTBapamkbe MHTCICKTYAJIHOr IMOAMIIATKA, M-
PCHBC MUCAHE PCUYU U Yy TPAICKUM U CCOCKUM CPpEIU-
HaMa, OCHUBAIC oubnuoreka u 3CMJbOPATHUYKUX

Caga Yporuesuh (Bpmya, Coxobama, 13. jarnyap 1863. — beorpan, 14.
centembap 1930) cprcku MHHEpOJNOr, peKTop YHHBEp3HUTETa Y
Beorpany, unan Cpricke akaaemije HayKa

Kyntyphna mmira: ropop Case Ypomresuha, pektopa yHUBEp3HTETa,
Ha Kondepenimjama 3a opranuzosasme KyarypHe mre y MOpaBcKOM
okpyry, 3—17.

174

Cultural Leagues

At the initiative of a group of intellectuals, mem-
bers of the Serbian cultural elite, by following the
example of some European cities in which such or
similar associations and movements have already
taken root, historical sources record the creation of
the Cultural League in Serbia during 1908. In the
broadest sense of the word, it was a movement for
the cultural revival of the country. The bearers of
the “cultural code” at that time were university pro-
fessors, primarily from the University of Belgrade,
who, as intellectual people of that time, in addition
to their basic vocation at faculties, saw the need to
spread knowledge and education among the mass-
es. They proclaimed their idea through a series of
cultural and educational activities. One of the lead-
ing people of this movement was the then — rector
of the University of Belgrade Sava UroSevi¢,' who
has, by speaking about the importance of educa-
tion of people, pointed out that the foundations of
an advanced and organized state are “high educa-
tion, high culture, strong moral strength and general
well-being of one nation”.? Guided by these princi-
ples, the Cultural League movement had a multiple
role. One of the important activities was to ensure
and provide material assistance to poor pupils and
students, who were supported financially and were
able to continue their education. For this purpose,
the Cultural League formed its own fund (1910),
and the first contribution was made by King Petar I
Karadordevi¢. The money from the fund was used
to help the work of the local boards of the League,
and it included, in addition to financial assistance
during schooling and the purchase of books, also
provision of clothes and shoes for the endangered
population. Of great importance is the fact that the
Cultural League movement advocated for the ed-
ucation of the so-called “Female youth”, which
posed a real challenge to the traditional social role
of women and awareness of the need to educate fe-
male children in a patriarchal environment. It is im-
portant to point out that, in addition to the Cultural
League movement, significant role in raising educa-
tion and culture among the people also had Drustvo
za narodno prosvecivanje i Skolsku higijenu (Socie-
ty for Public Education and School Hygiene), Kolo
srpskih sestara (Circle of Serbian Sisters), Drustvo

Sava UroSevi¢ (Vrmdza, Sokobanja, 13 January 1863 — Belgrade, 14
September 1930) Serbian mineralogist, rector of the University of
Belgrade, member of the Serbian Academy of Sciences

Cultural League: speech by Sava Urosevi¢, Rector of the University

at the Conferences for Organizing the Cultural League in the Mora-
vian District. 3-17.



3ajpyra, Owim cy Takohe BaKHM 3alalld YeIHUKA
Kyntyphe nure. 3amucao “nurama’ je Ouina u opra-
HU30BamkEe T3B. “BEUEPHUX cacTaHaka y IIKOJIaMa
i OuOIMoTeKaMa, y Kojuma Ou ce Kpo3 IPYKEHe,
celesbKe, y3 TMPHUIOIHE Pa3roBOpe OpraHU30Balo
ynTame Kibura. Unanosu Kynrypuux nmura, npode-
COpH, HACTABHMIIU, KYJITYPHH PaJHUIH, TTO3UBAHH
Cy Jia Ip)Ke mpelaBama U y APYruM IpyHITBUMA Ha
pasne Teme. Cajpikaju cacraHaka OWIM Cy pa3HO-
BPCHH, O]l YUTakba JICNIC KIbIIKEBHOCTH, TIPEKO JHC-
KyCHja O aKTyeJIHUM IpoOJeMHMa CTaHOBHUIIITBA,
eMaHIUMALM]U JKeHa, 3[PaBCTBCHUM TeMama, 10
NeBama U CBUpama HeleJboM. 3HauM, 00yXBaTalu
Cy cBe 00JacTu APYMITBEHOT JKMBOTA OCHM MOJH-
THYKHX gedara.

Hannexunoctn Onbopa u momondopa Kynmrypaux
nura, kao W o0aBe3a TONHOLICHA H3BELITaja O
pany, omne cy nepunucane Craryrom Kynrtyphe
nure, xoju je Hacrao 1909. rogune, roauHy AaHa
M0 HUXOBOM ocHMBamy. Pamom KyntypHux mura
pykoBoamia je YmpaBa LEHTPaTHOI oxdopa mpe-
Ko 0o700pa y cpe30oBHMa M OKpy3HMa ca KOjuMa je
oJp:kaBaja Bese, abyhu ymyTcTBa 1 mporpamMe 3a
MOYETHH PaJ, ¥ IoMaraia cBaky HOBOOTBOPEHY Ou-
ommotexy m3mel)y ocranor Tako mro ce oopahana
pasHUM ycTaHoBaMa M TOjeIMHIMMa 32 OecIIaTHO
ycTyname Kiura. M3semraju o pagy Oenexe jaa-
ponasue, OpxaBHE ycTaHoBe: CpIcKa KpaJbeBCKa
akajeMuja Hayka, Ympasa npymTsa Cseror Case,
Maruua cprcka, [Ipodecopcku caser borociosuje
n3 beorpana, Cpricku KibHKEBHU IMIaCHUK, MUHU-
CTapcTBO MPOCBETE, Koje cy nomaxkyhu Jlury ytka-
7M1 cede y KyJITYpPHO-UCTOPH]CKHU MPETOpo] HaLlHje.
Cpecku 1 OKpYXHHU 07100pH OMiM cy y obaBesu 1a
LlentpamHoM on0opy AOCTaBibajy MporpaMm paja
3a cnenehy romuny. [Ipema m3Bemrajuma koje cy
MOAHOCHIIN MPEACEAHUIN CEOCKUX 0a0opa, a moJ-
pasyMmeBajM Cy HCHpIHE M Npelu3He MOIaTKe O
CBUM aKTUBHOCTHMa, MOKpeT KynTypHa nura cBoj
HajBehu ycnex je mocTurao y npse Tpu TOJHHE HO-
ctojama (1908—1911) xana je uMao cHaXkaH 3aMajail
Yy OCHHBaIY KIWKHHLA, YATAOHHIIA 38 HAPOJ, ce-
OCKHMX OMOnmMoTeka, pasHux Apymrasa. llpencen-
HUIIM CY, CBAKO M3 CBOT OKPYKEHa, N3BEIITAj CIIaJIH
I'maBHOM 0z0OpY Jlure, cTaTUCTHYKE MOJATKE KO-
KO MMa KOPHCHHUKa y Onbinoreny, OpojyaHo crame
KIbUTa M YacoIlkca, BOAWJIA C€ CBHJICHIHMja O MO-
KJIOHUMa 32 OMOMMOTEKY W HEHUM JapolaBLHMa,
0 MHTEpEeCcoBakbUMa U YKyCUMa YHTaIauKe Iy OuKe
U 71p. 3ajeAHNYKH “UMEHUTEJb” y CBUM HM3BCIITAjU-
Ma je OMo: moveTak paja YWTaoHHUNa, POpMHUpaAILE
OubnmoTeka, o1 Kojux je aeo Ombnmoreka y rpaj-
CKUM cpenuHaMa OMO CMELITEH Y T'MMHA3WjCKUM

studenata prirodnjaka (Society of Natural Science
Students), Drustvo za Cuvanje narodnog zdravlja
(Society for the Preservation of Public Health), etc.

Cultural progress through the literacy of the people,
the creation of intellectual youth, the spread of the
written word in urban and rural areas, the establish-
ment of libraries and agricultural cooperatives were
also important tasks of the leaders of the Cultural
League. The idea of the “league people” was to or-
ganize the so-called “evening meetings” in schools
or libraries, in which through get-togethers, sittings,
with appropriate conversations, book readings
would be organized. Members of Cultural Leagues,
professors, teachers, cultural workers, were invited
to give lectures in other societies on various topics.
The contents of the meetings were various, from
reading fiction, discussing current problems of the
population, emancipation of women, health topics,
to singing and music playing on Sundays. Meaning,
they covered all areas of social life except political
debates.

The competencies of the Boards and subcommittees
of the Cultural Leagues, as well as the obligation
to submit work reports, were defined by the Statute
of the Cultural League, which was created in 1909,
one year after their establishment. The work of the
Cultural Leagues was managed by the Manage-
ment of the Central Board through the boards in the
counties and districts with which they maintained
contacts by sending instructions and programs for
initial work, and assisting each newly opened li-
brary, among other things, by contacting various
institutions and individuals for granting the books
free of charge. Reports on the work record donors,
state institutions: Srpska kraljevska akademija nau-
ka (Serbian Royal Academy of Sciences), Uprava
drustva Svetog Save (Administration of the Soci-
ety of St. Sava), Matica srpska, Profesorski savet
Bogoslovije iz Beograda (Professorial Council of
the Theological Seminary from Belgrade), Srpski
knjizevni glasnik (Serbian Literary Herald), Mini-
starstvo prosvete (Ministry of Education), which
have by helping the League weaved themselves
into the cultural-historical rebirth of the nation.
The district boards were obliged to submit the work
program for the next year to the Central Board. Ac-
cording to the reports submitted by the presidents
of the village committees, which included exhaus-
tive and precise data on all activities, the Cultural
League movement achieved its greatest success in
the first three years of its existence (1908-1911)
when it had a strong impetus for establishing librar-
ies, reading rooms for the people, village libraries,

Malesev, Zecevi¢, Topalov
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3rpazamMa, 3aTUM IONYyHhaBakbe HUXOBUX (OHIOBA
YHjy OCHOBY Cy YMHMJIC KIbUTE J0OMjeHe TOKJIO-
HoM Ynpase Kyntypue nure u3 beorpana, mokionu
WHCTUTYLMja WK nojeanHana. [lon \eHnM mokpo-
BUTEJLCTBOM OMJIC Cy M TProBayKe IIKOJE, MECHa
MO30pHIITa, TeBaYKa JPYIITBA, aMOyJIaHTe W Ap.
Takolhe cy mOKyMeHTOBaIM BEJHKY 3aWHTEpECOBa-
HOCT CTAaHOBHMIITBA 32 YUTamE, IITO je OO BaykaH
MOMEHAT 3a MOJHM3alke HAalMOHAHE cBecTH. M3-
BEIITajU TOcIaTH MUHHUCTApCTBY POCBETE M LIPK-
BEHHUX TOCJIOBa Oesexe nH(OpMAIHUjy J1a je TOKOM
NPBUX HEKOJIHMKO TOIMHA O] moueTka (Gopmupama
u nenoBama KyntypHux nura 6mino ocnoBano 200
oubnuoteka y Cpouju, ox xojux je 150 oumno y ce-
OCKHM CpeInHaMa.

o ncropujckum nogannuma, MovYeTak paja u Aejo-
Bama KyntypHe nure Ha OBUM MPOCTOPHMA Hajmpe
je 3armoueo y MOpaBCKOM OKpYTY, OpraHH30BabEM
o0pazoBHMX 0700pa, Na je Tako KpajeM jyna 1909.
roguHe Hajupe Hactao y CBuiajHLy. 3a mpencen-
nuka Oxndopa je 6no n3adpan oOpa3oBaH U yrienan
YOBEK 3ajeAHUIE, MUcall, MOJUTHYAP U MUHHUCTAp
npoceete y KpasseBunu Cpouju, Jlyka Jlazapesuh,’
KOjU je y TO BpeMe 00aBJbao (QpyHKIH]y AUPEKTOpa
OHJIAIlIEbe MPUBaTHE TUMHA3Wje. UnmeHnna naa je
CaunajHan uMao YnTaoHUIy OMJIaHE pecaBcke,’
Koja je kacHHje npepacia y bubnuoreky, 6una je 3a
“nuramre” onakmraBajyha OKOTHOCT, jep Cy y4eHH
JbYAM TOT Kpaja “UMajd ciyxa’” 3a capaimy, a To je
010 BakaH MOYETHU MMITYJIC, IIOMOh M MOJCTPEK 3a
JlaJbu pasBoj.

Jlura 3a KpaTko BpeMme OeNeKd BEJIMKH 3aMax
U OMacoBJbaBaE, II0 YCTAJLEHOM IPOTOKOILY,
¢dopMupameM MECHHX UM Cpeckux onoopa,
HACTaBJbajyhW CBOj TIPOCBETHTEJHCKH IyT U
y OCTalUM Cpe30BHMa Yy 3eMJbHM peanusyjyhu
3Ha4ajaH Opoj BaCIHUTHO-OOPa30BHUX AKTHBHOCTH.
OO6pa3oBHH 0#0OOpH Cy, CBAKO y CBOM MECTY, Y3
IPBOOUTHY HJIEjy, ONMCMEH-aBakhe CTAHOBHHILTBA,
MOCIICIIMIN PajJl M0CTOjehnX M OCHUBAaEkE HOBHX
IpywmraBa U yapyxemwa. JloOap om3uB y Hapomy
cy umane HoBo(opMHpaHE IeBavyKe, CTPEJbAUKE,
Ka0 W T[I030pUIIHE JpYXHHE, T'MMHACTHUYKa
JpyLITBA, 3aTUM pa3HU KypceBH 3a Jomahwue,
OTBapame ILKOJIA 32 HEMHCMEHE AEBOjKEe U Ip. Y
ErOBOj HAJISKHOCTH Cy Takolje Owim: XUrujeHa,
cy30ujame TIMjaHCTBA W HEMOpalla, OCHHBAHE

3 Jlyka Jlazapesuh (1857—1936) muHHCTap NPOCBETE M LPKBEHUX
nena 'y npBoj u apyroj Biuaau Jumutpuja Luanap-Mapkosuha

+ PecaBcka Oubmmorteka je ocHoBana 23. aBrycra y CBuiajHILy, Kao
Ynraonuua omsaguHe pecascke. [Ipomennia je ume 1905. romune
y bubnnoreka omnanune pecascke, a 1931. rogune nobuia cBoj
JlaHalIby Ha3uB — PecaBcka Oubimnorexa.
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various societies. The presidents, each from their
environment, sent a report to the Main Board of the
League, statistical data on the number of users in
the library, the number of books and journals, re-
cords on gifts for the library and its donors, interests
and tastes of readers, etc. The common “denomina-
tor” in all reports was: the beginning of the work of
reading rooms, the establishment of libraries, some
of which were located in gymnasium buildings in
urban areas, then the collection building based on
books obtained as a gift from the Belgrade Cultural
League, gifts of institutions or individuals. Under
its patronage were also trade schools, local theat-
ers, singing societies, dispensaries, etc. They also
documented the great interest of the population in
reading, which was an important moment for rais-
ing national awareness. Reports sent to the Ministry
of Education and Church Affairs record informa-
tion that during the first few years since the creation
and operation of the Cultural Leagues, 200 libraries
were established in Serbia, of which 150 were in
rural areas.

According to historical data, the beginning of the
work and activities of the Cultural League in this
area first began in the Moravian district, by organ-
izing educational boards, and so, at the end of July
1909, first was established in Svilajnac. An educated
and respectable man of the community, writer, pol-
itician and Minister of Education in the Kingdom
of Serbia, Luka Lazarevi¢, was elected chairman
of the board,’> who at that time was the director of
the then private high gymnasium. The fact that Svi-
lajnac had Citaonica omladine resavske* (Reading
room of the Youth of Resava), which later evolved
into the Library, was a mitigating circumstance for
the “league people”, because the educated people of
that area “had an understanding” for cooperation,
and that was an important initial impulse, help and
encouragement for further development.

In a short time, the League recorded a great momen-
tum and popularization, according to the established
protocol, with the establishing of local and district
boards, continuing its educational path in other dis-
tricts in the country, realizing a significant number of
educational activities. The education boards, each in
its own place, with the original idea, literacy of the

3 Luka Lazarevi¢ (1857-1936) Minister of Education and Church
Affairs in the First and Second Government of Dimitrij Cincar-Mar-
kovié¢

4 Resavska biblioteka (Resava Library) was founded on August 23 in
Svilajnac, as Citaonica omladine resavske (Reading Room of the
Resava Youth). In 1905, it changed its name to Biblioteka omladine
resavske (Youth Library of Resava), and in 1931 it got its current
name — Resavska biblioteka (Resava Library).



¢doHm0Ba 3a moTpede (huHaHCUjcke ToMOhH, Kao U
ocrasa JPYIITBEHA NMUTaba KOPUCHA 3a 3ajeHUILY.
VY mmpewy nokpera KyntypHe nure mo oxpysuma
U CPEe30BHMa Yy 3€MJbU BEJIHKY YJOTY je OAurpaia
I'maBna ynpasa beorpajcke nure, koja je H3y3eTHUM
HaroprMa U aHT'aKOBambEM, NMPero3Hajyhu KibyuyHH
MOMEHAT KYJTYPHO-OOpPa30BHOT Mpolleca Haluje,
HacTojana 1a HoBopOpMUpaHUM OMONIHOTEKaMa Kao
MOYeTHU (POHJ TolIa/be W3BeCTaH Opoj Kmura. Y
cenuma ce, MHUIMjaTtuBoM Jlura, popmupajy mkomue
y Koje ce Jomnpemajy KIHre mociare u3 Yipase
Kyntypue nure. OmaOpanu o0pa3oBaHU WIAHOBU
Jlure cy, CBakO y CBOM Cpe3y, HMPOCBETUTEIbCKY
MUCHjy 00aBJbaJIM TOy4aBajyhu HEMTUCMEHO CE0CKO
CTaHOBHHUIITBO. benexe ce u OpojHEe aKTHBHOCTH,
KOje Cy ce y BHIy IpelaBama, OTBapama IIKOJA,
BEUCPHHHX IIKOJIA 32 HemucMeHe muaauhe Taxole
OJIBMjalic Y CEOCKUM CpeauHaMa, Te C€ Tayac
nokpeta KyitypHa Jiura mupuo BETMKOM OP3HHOM,
cpe3 1o cpe3 (Oenuhku, pecaBckH, A€CIOTOBAYKH. . ),
Mecto o Mecto (Ceuiajuar, Jaronuna, hympuja,
Kpymesar, Bpame...), kao 1 y MabUM MeCcTUMa U
cenuMa, 3axBarajyhu cBe kpajeBe 3eMJbe.

Pa3Bojuu myT 6MO je Beoma Texak. Y3 cKpoMHa (u-
HAHCH]jCKa CPEJCTBA, JIOKAIN KEHIDKHUIA JOOHUjan
cy ce OecratHo, y HekuM Beh nocrojehum aprkas-
HUM 3rpagaMa. Yect npumep je Ouo aa Cy KibHK-
HUYapu paguiu 0e3 HMKaKBe HaJOKHAAE. YUeHH
u BUDCHUjU JbYIOHM, YHUBEP3UTETCKH HpodecopH,
cynuje, JeKapu, YYUTEJbH, aJlBOKATH, JAUPEKTOPH
HIKOJIa ¥ THMHAa3Mja MOCTallM Cy YEeJIHU JbYIU JIUra
CBaKo Y CBOM Kpajy M CBOJUM ayTOPUTETOM M aHTa-
JKOBaHOIINY 3HaTHO AONPUHETH HHXOBOM Pa3BOjy.
Mel)y OpojHMM MHTEJIEKTyallnuMa, 3anakeHy yiao-
Ty Ha TaJallmkoj KyaTypHoj cuenu CpbOuje y Bpe-
Me HacTaHKa M pa3Boja jura uMao je u Josan H.
Tomuh,’ xoju je obaBibao ynory OubIHOTEKapa y
KpymeBaukoj 6ubnuorenn. TokoM cBOr CTpy4HOT
ycaBplIllaBama jeJHO BpeMe je xuBeo y PpaHIlycKoj
u Urammju ox 1894. no 1896. rogune, crynupajyhu
OubIMoTeKapcTBO, TE Cy Herosa MelhyHapoaHa mc-
KycTBa Omia moOpojolia rie Tof je Ouo pajaHo
aHTa)kOBaH, 114 je y IeroBoj paaHoj buorpaduju 3a-
OenexxeHo aa je y nepuony ox 1903. no 1927. 6uo u
mupekTop Hapoane 6ubnanorexe Cpouje.

[Iparehn ucropujcke TokoBe OHOIMOTEKAapCTBA Ha
oBUM mpoctopuma, Biagumup Thoposuh® ce mu-

JoBan Tomuh (Hosa Bapomi, 9. maj 1869. — beorpan, 22. jyn
1932) cprickn ncropudap, akageMuk u Ousmm aupexrop Haponue
6ubmmnorexe Cpouje ox 1903. o 1927.

Jp Bnagnvup hoposuh (Mocrap, 27. okrobap 1885. — Enacona, 12.
anpun 1941) cpricku uctopudap U penoBHH wiaH CpIicKe KpaJbeBCKe
akaziemuje

population, encouraged the work of existing and the
establishment of new societies and associations. A
good response among the people had newly formed
singing, firing, as well as theater companies, gym-
nastics societies, then various courses for house-
wives, opening of schools for illiterate girls, etc. In
its responsibilities were also included: hygiene, inhi-
bition of drunkenness and immorality, establishing
funds for financial assistance, as well as other social
issues useful to the community.

In the expansion of the Cultural League movement
in the districts and counties in the country, a great
role was played by the General administration of
the Belgrade League, which, with exceptional ef-
forts and engagement, recognizing the key moment
of the cultural and educational process of the na-
tion, tried to send a number of books to the newly
formed libraries as a starting fund. In the villag-
es, at the initiative of the League, schools are be-
ing formed to which books sent from the Cultural
League Administration are delivered. Selected ed-
ucated members of the League, each in their own
district, performed an educational mission by teach-
ing the illiterate rural population. Numerous activi-
ties are also recorded, which in the form of lectures,
opening of schools, evening schools for illiterate
young men also took place in rural areas, and the
wave of the Cultural League movement spreaded
with great speed, district by district (Belicki, Re-
savski, Despotovacki...), place by place (Svilajnac,
Jagodina, Cuprija, KruSevac, Vranje...) as well as
smaller places and villages, covering all parts of the
country.

The development path was very difficult. With
modest financial resources, library premises were
provided free of charge, in some already existing
state buildings. A common example was that li-
brarians worked without any compensation. Schol-
ars and prominent people, university professors,
judges, doctors, teachers, lawyers, school and gim-
nasyum principals have become the leading people
of the Leagues, each in its own region, and with
their authority and commitment have significantly
contributed to their development. Among numerous
intellectuals, a notable role on then cultural scene
of Serbia, at the time of the formation and devel-
opment of the League, had Jovan N. Tomi¢,”> who
performed the role of librarian in the Krusevac li-
brary. During his professional training, he lived for

5 Jovan Tomi¢ (Nova Varos, May 9, 1869 — Belgrade, July 22, 1932)
was a Serbian historian, academician and former director of the Na-
tional Library of Serbia from 1903 to 1927.
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myhu “O rpajackum KbkHUIIaMa y CpOuju’ ocBp-
HyO Ha 3HauajaH gonpuHoc Jlura. [1o meroBum pe-
ynma: “KyarypHa ura, OCHOBaHa y KpUily YHHUBEp-
3UTEeTa, UMa OOWJIaH 3a/1aTaK IIUperha IEeJIOKYyITHEe
KyJIType y HajayOsbe ciojeBe, M IpeMa TOM 3ajiar-
Ky, OCHUBA KIW)KHUIIE, CTBapa ILIKOJIE, OpraHu3yje
KyJITypHa JPYIITBA, OfIp’KaBa MO MHOTHUM KpajeBH-
Ma CpOuje jaBHa ToIyJapHa TpeiaBamba, U pajau
YONILTE Ha MO/IN3amy KYJITYPHHUX OJJHOCA Y 3eMJbH.”
Paszmarpajyhu pasBojuu myT OuOIMOTEKapcTBa y
CpOuju, BHIIE MpUMEpa M3 UCTOPHjE HAM j€ IOT-
BphHBajo aa cy ynpaBo maie, CKpOMHE, JIM4YHE Ou-
OnMoTeKe mpepacTaje y YMTAJIHMIITA, a BPEMEHOM
U y IIKOJICKE U JIoKaiHe Oubmuoteke. [lopen mpse
u Hajcrapuje Cpricke untaonuue y Upury (1842),
KOja je yjemHo mpencTaBibasia U HajcTapuje rpahan-
cko yutanuire y Cpba, mpuMep BperaH NaxKibe je
u popmupame 6ubnmoreke [IpaBociaaBue Gorocio-
Buje “Cpernx Kupuna m Meroauja” y Ilpuspeny
(1871),” xoja je yBek Owmia OTBOpEHAa M Kao 4YHTa-
JMIITE 3a CBE KOjU CY JKEJIeNIn J1a je kopucre. then
novyeTHH (HoHJ umMHMIE cy Kmbure cuHa Cume AH-
npejesuha Mrymanosa,® prosua u3 [Ipuspena, koju
je, Toclie CMPTH, TIeTIOKyIaH OMOMMOTeYKH (HOHIT
napuBao bubnnoreny npuspeHcke OOrocioBuje.

Yutanmuwra

VY Hacrojamy Ja ce mTo 00Jbe carviefa HCTOPHjCKH
TOK pa3Boja KyJITYpHHX JIMTa Ha OBUM MPOCTOPUMA,
HEOIIXO/IHO je HajIpe OCBPHYTH C€ HA YMTAJIMIITA,
Koja cy Hacrana y BojBojuHu, a 3aTHM 3aKUBeNa U
y OCTaJluM JeJIOBMMa 3eMJbe. McTopujcku monaiu
TOBOpE /1a CY YUTAOHHIIC WJIM YUTAJMIITA HHCTHTY-
LIUje KOje OCHMBAjy MpPUBATHO YAPYKEHH rpahanu,
(dbuHaHCHpajy ce OJ MPHJIOra, YIUCHUHE, YaHaAPH-
He, TpeTIviaTa wiv JoHaiuja. Habaska rpale Ouna
je ycpencpehena na mepuonuune nyoOiukanuje. Y
MOYETKY, KEbUTe Ce HUCY HaOaBJbaie, Beh camo JHEB-
HE HOBHHE M YaCOIKCH, jep Cy OHU JOHOCHIIH aK-
TyenHe uHpopManuje o rpahaHuMa U npuiIMKama y
kojuMa cy xuBeiu. Ciio00/1aH MPHUCTYII MITAMIIAHO]
rpahu, KynTypHO-IPOCBETHA aKTHBHOCT, MelycoO-
Ha capajiiba 1 M3/IaBadyka JISIaTHOCT jOIIl CY HEKE OJ1
KapaKTepUCTHKA JICIOBaba TIOMEHYTUX YATAOHHIIA.
Tpena ocHUBamba YMTAHUINTA 3aro4eT je y EBponu
u Amepurn. Mako cy uMaii pa3inuuTe Ha3uBe: Y-

7 Tlpuspencka OorocnoBuja — bBorocnosuja Ceeror Kupuima un
Metonuja 3amyx6una je Cume Aunpejesuha Mrymanosa. Ilouena
je ca pagom 1871. roguHe M y MO4YETKy ce 3Bajia borocioBcko-
y4UTeJbCKa  IIKOJIA, HAMEHEHA  CPIICKMM  YYMTE/bUMAa M
cemrreHuimMa n3 Crape Cpouje.

8 Cuma Awugpejesuh-Urymanos (Ilpuspen, 30. jaumyap 1804.
— Ilpmspen, 24. ¢ebpyap 1882) cprckm Tprosam, XyMaHHCTa
U ILPKBEHO-NIPOCBETHH m00porBop. buo je jeman on mpeux
3ay’>kOMHapa y 00J1acTH IIKOJICTBA U HAPOJIHE IPOCBETE.
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a one period in France and Italy from 1894 to 1896,
studying librarianship, and his international experi-
ences were welcomed wherever he was employed,
so in his work biography it is noted that in the peri-
od from 1903 until 1927, he was also the director of
the National Library of Serbia.

Following the historical trends of librarianship in
this area, Vladimir Corovi¢¢ by writing “O gradskim
knjiznicama u Srbiji” (About city libraries in Ser-
bia) reflected on the significant contribution of the
League. According to him: “The Cultural League,
founded within the University, has a rich task of
spreading the entire culture to the deepest levels,
and according to that task, it establishes libraries,
creates schools, organizes cultural societies, holds
popular public lectures in many parts of Serbia, and
works in general on raising cultural relations in the
country.”

Considering the development path of librarianship
in Serbia, several examples from history confirmed
to us that small, modest, personal libraries have
grown into reading rooms, and over time into school
and local libraries. In addition to the first and oldest
Serbian reading room in Irig (1842), which was also
the oldest civic reading room among Serbs, note-
worthy example is the establishing of the library of
Pravoslavna bogoslovija “Svetih Kirila i Metodija”
(Orthodox Theological Seminary of Holy Cyril and
Methodius) in Prizren (1871),” which was always
open as a reading room for all who wanted to use it.
Its initial fund consisted of books by the son Simo
Andrejevi¢ Igumanov,! a merchant from Prizren,
who, after his death, donated the entire library fund
to the Library of the Prizren Theological Seminary.

Reading rooms

In an effort to better understand the historical course
of development of Cultural Leagues in this area, it is
necessary to first look at the reading rooms, which
originated in Vojvodina, and then came to life in
other parts of the country. Historical data show that
reading rooms are institutions founded by private-
ly associated citizens, financed by contributions,

¢ Dr. Vladimir Corovié (Mostar, October 27, 1885 — Elassona, April
12, 1941) Serbian historian and full member of the Serbian Royal
Academy.

7 Prizren Theological Seminary — The Theological Seminary of Holy
Cyril and Methodius is the endowment of Sima Andrejevi¢ Iguma-
nov. It started working in 1871 and was initially called the Theologi-
cal-Teachers School, intended for Serbian teachers and priests from
Old Serbia.

8 Sima Andrejevié-Igumanov (Prizren, January 30, 1804 — Prizren,
February 24, 1882) was a Serbian merchant, humanist and chur-
ch-educational benefactor. He was one of the first donors of en-
dowments in the field of schooling and public education.



TaJauyky CaJOHM, KACHHE, JIMTEPATHN KITyOOBH WU
KIbWKEBHA JIPYIITBA, IIWJBEBH M 3a/allid Cy OwiIn
MCTH: 32/I0BOJbABAIHE MOTPEOA 32 YNTAHEM, 3HAHEM
u uadopmanujama. “Morimu cy a 4nuTajy HOBHHE,
Yacomnuce U Jpyre myOnukaiyje HabaBJbeHe mpema
COIICTBEHUM MoTpedama, aa ce uHpopMuIy, 1a ce
00pa3yjy Ha KypceBUMa OPraHW30BAHUM 3a 4YJIAHO-
Be, Ja ce apyxe u Mel)ycoOHO oOaBelnTaBajy o mu-
TambUMa BaXKHHM 33 BUXOB Paj M MOCJIOBE H Jia Ce
3abarspajy.” (Cramarosuh 2011, 260)

[Ipema pacnoioXMBUM MOAALUMA, a TI03UBajyhu ce
Ha ucTpaxuBauke panose lecanke CramaroBuh u
Kapne Cenuxap, untanumra y Bojsoaunu ce ocHu-
Bajy HEILUTO paHHje Hero y Apyrum aenouma Cp-
ouje. “Y mpBom nepuony (1842—-1849), ocHoBaHO
je MmeT YUTaoHMLIA Ha TEPUTOPHjH Taaamme Bojso-
nmune: y Upury (1842), Combopy (1845), Kuknuau
(1845), HoBom Cany (1845), Mokpuny (1847) u
uny (1849). JlenatHocT OBUX YMTAOHHUIA TPE-
kuHyna je mahapcka pesonyuuja 1848/49. ronune,
HaKOH Yera je HaCTyIHO MEePUo]] CTarHaluje Ha 1e-
JIOKYTIHO] TEPUTOPHjH AYCTpOyrapcke MOHapXHje,
3a BpeMe baxoBor amconmyTu3Ma M TyIICHa CBHX
rpahaHckux W HanMOHANHMUX cioboxa.” (Cenuxap
2017, 28) Oxn 1846. ronuHe OCHUBAjy C€ YUTAOHHU-
ue y beorpany, Kparyjesiy, CmenepeBy, Yxuiy,
Herotuny, lammy, Iloxapesiy... IT'onune 1879.
nounwy ca pagom u 'y Humy, Bpawy u Jleckosny.
Ha teputopuju BojBoanHe KOpUCTH ce HA3UB YHUTa-
oHuna, a y CpOuju je Ha3uB yuTaIHIITE KOpULTheH
1o 1867. ronune, kana je u beorpaacko ynranuire’
MPOMEHMIIO Ha3uB y beorpancka ynraonuna.

V KeJpH Aa ce CpIICcKa JyXOBHOCT O4yBa oA TyhuH-
ckoM Biamthy, y nepuony XIX Beka mpoHanaxeHd
Cy pa3HM Ha4MHU J1a KIBUIe M 4acomucu Oymy Jo-
ctynHU To Behem Opojy Jbyau u a OyAay YUTaHU.
Opprkame HAMOHATHOT UICHTUTETA U3HEIPUIIO je
YUTAIMLITA KOja HUCY Onia caMo Mecrta 3a Heoba-
BE3HA JIpyKera Beh 1 MecTa 3a UyBame HallMOHAaI-
Hor Onara. [lomenyhemo u HajcTapujy YUTAOHUILY
y BojBonunu, Cpricky untaonuily y Upury, kojy cy
ocHoBamu upumku Cpou 1842. ronune. then nnsp
je 6o na, mopes K\bHra Ha CTPaHUM je3UIIMa, Ky-
Myje M CBaKy CPICKY KHWIY WJIM HOBHHE KOje ce
ojaBe, HAPOUHUTO KHUTE KOje je n3maBaia Marwuia
CpIICKa, KaKo OM ce MOMOIYIa CPICKA KIbMKEBHOCT.
[TocToju camo jeman TOKYMEHT KOju MOTBphyje na
je Npumka OnbmuoTeka ¥ YUTAOHUIA HajcTapHja
yctanoBa oBe Bpcre CpbOa y BojBomuuu. Peu je o

° UYpramumre Georpajacko, beorpajcko 4uranMiiTe, MO OCHUBAMKY
Ha3BaHo “Cpricko ynranumTe y beorpany” ocHoBaHo je 2. janyapa
1846. u Ouio je mpBa jaBHa YMTAOHHLA U jeJHA O] HAjCTAPHjUX
ycranoBa y Cpouju.

registration fees, membership fees, subscriptions
or donations. Acquisition of materials was focused
on periodical publications. In the beginning, books
were not acquisitioned, but only daily newspapers
and journals have been, because they brought up-to-
date information about citizens and the conditions
they lived in. Free access to printed materials, cul-
tural and educational activity, mutual cooperation
and publishing activity are some of the character-
istics of the mentioned reading rooms. The trend of
establishing reading rooms has started in Europe
and America. Although they had different names:
reading saloons, casinos, literal clubs or literary so-
cieties, the goals and tasks were the same: meeting
the needs for reading, knowledge and information.
“They could read newspapers, journals and other
publications acquisitioned according to their own
needs, to get information, to get education in cours-
es organized for members, to socialize and inform
each other about issues important to their work and
affairs, and to have fun.” (Stamatovi¢ 2011, 260)

According to the available data, and referring to the
research works of Desanka Stamatovi¢ and Karla
Selihar, reading rooms in Vojvodina were estab-
lished somewhat earlier than in other parts of Ser-
bia. “In the first period (1842—1849), five reading
rooms were established on the territory of the then
Vojvodina: in Irig (1842), Sombor (1845), Kikinda
(1845), Novi Sad (1845), Mokrin (1847) and Sid
(1849). The activity of these reading rooms was in-
terrupted by the Hungarian revolution in 1848/49,
after which there was a period of stagnation in the
entire territory of the Austro-Hungarian monarchy,
during Bach’s absolutism and the suppression of
all civil and national freedoms.” (Selihar 2017, 28)
Since 1846, reading rooms have been established in
Belgrade, Kragujevac, Smederevo, UZice, Negotin,
Sabac, Pozarevac... In 1879, they started working
in Ni$, Vranje and Leskovac. In the territory of Vo-
jvodina, term citaonica (reading room) is used, and
in Serbia, term citaliste (reading room) was used
until 1867, when Beogradsko citaliste® (Belgrade
Reading Room) also changed its name to Beograds-
ka citaonica (Belgrade Reading Room).

In the desire to preserve Serbian spirituality under
foreign rule, in the period of the 19th century, var-
ious ways were found to make books and journals
accessible to as many people as possible and to be

o Citaliste beogradsko, Beogradsko Citaliste (Belgrade Reading
Room), upon establishment called Srpsko citaliste u Beogradu (Ser-
bian Reading Room in Belgrade) was founded on January 2, 1846
and was the first public reading room and one of the oldest instituti-
ons in Serbia.
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ku3u Jlocureja O6panosuha “Ilucma”, ca mamom
MOCBETOM M JparolieHuM jpatrymom 20. ¢ebpyap
1842. roguHa. Y weMy, Kao U y CBUM JIPYTUM UYH-
TaJMILITUMA, OJpKaBaHa Cy Mpe/iaBama, 3adase, 0a-
JIOBH, TTO30PHIIIHE IpesicTaBe... Haxkanoct, cynouna
OBOI' YUTAJIMIITA Ka0 U MHOTUX APYTHUX Y 3€MJbU
Owia je ucra. 3rpaja je 3a Bpeme Jpyror cBerckor
para yHUINTEHa, a 3aje[JHO ca HBOM U LEJIOKYyNaH
oubnuoteuku GoH. A, TIOCIe paTa je 0OHOBJbe-
Ha U HACTaBMJIA j& ca CBOjJUM aKTHBHOCTHUMA, Jla Ou
W3HeIpHia AaHac MoaepHy Oubmuotexy, Cpricky
yutaoHuy y Upury (Dotcom 2017).

OcnuBame Cpricke untaonutie y Hosom Cany 1845.
roguHe oMoryheHo je MpUKyIbambeM J00POBOJFHUX
npunora Ha OanoBuma (Kojuh 1996). Uuraonumy
cxBarajy Kao OemeM omOpaHe CBOT je3nka, Hapol-
HOCTH M CBOT' MICHTHUTETA. Y H0j JKelle J1a YuTajy
CpIICKE KIbHT€ M HOBUHE, M OHA MOCTaje CPEeInILTe
KyATypHOTr )uBota Cpba y BojBoguuu. Y xpuiy
Cpricke unTaoHune ocHoBaHO je U Cpricko Hapon-
HO mo3opuiute, MpBo CpICKO MEBAYKO IPYIITBO
(UvtaoHnuko TeBayko JApymTBoO), HoBocanacko
CPIICKO KOJIO, JleBOjauyko M OMJIaJUHCKO KOJIO...
[To m3bujamy IIpBor cBerckor para, Ayctpoyrap-
CKa yHMIITaBa OpojHa apXMBCKa JOKyMEHTa, YNMe
je yuumeHa HEHAJIOKHAJMBa LITETa MO KYyITYpHY
WCTOpH]jy HAIIMX KpajeBa. Mnak, u mopea HEMOBOJb-
HUX OKOJIHOCTH, Ha TEPUTOPHjU ceBepHO of1 Case u
JlyHaBa HacTaBJbEH je MPOCBETHU U JKUBOT KyATYp-
HUX ycTraHoBa. Kpajem parHux cyko0a oOHOBJbEH
je, y Kpamesunu Cpba, XpBara u CroBeHana, paj
Ooubnmoreka U Myseja. JenHa o MHCTUTYLHja YUjH
je Tpar y BpeMeHy Moryhe nparutu je Cpricka 4u-
taonnna y Hosom Cany. [anammsu UCTpaXuBadH
KyJITypHUX 30HMBama Oejexe unmeHune (Bepudu-
KOBaHe apxuBanvjama u3 ApxuBa BojBomune u
Ucropujckor apxusa rpaga Hosor Cana) na je Ha
temessuMa Cpricke ynraonune y Hosom Cany Ha-
crana jeaHa ox HajBehux jaBaux 6ubnmoreka y Cp-
ouju, ['pancka 6ubnmoreka y Hoom Cany.

W nanac, y 21. BeKy u BpeMeHY JOMUHAIH]E JTUTH-
TaJHUX TexHoJoruja, y CpOuju mocroje ynpyxema
KOja ce He OJpu4y KyATypHEe MUCH]€. JeqHO O BbHUX
je u yapyxeme “Ammurar”'® uz Beorpana, koje je
HacTaJo u3 npuBatae oudnuoreke (1882) Muxanna
Jlazuha, npaBOCIaBHOT CBEIUTECHUKA, Yy YHjEM JAOMY
cy OopaBuiM JbyOUTEJbU MUCAHE PeUH, T€ CY He-
roBa JIMYHA OUOMMOTEKa M aMOMjeHT CITYKHIIA Kao
YUTAJIHULITE.

10 Vipyxeme “Ajumrar” je HEBIAJUHO, HENPODHUTHO YIAPYKEHE
rpabhana, cacenumrem y beorpany, koje ce 6aBu yHarpel)emneM cpricke
KYJIType, yMETHOCTH U MeljyHapo/He capaibe.

read. The maintenance of national identity created
reading rooms that were not only places for casual
socializing but also places for preserving national
treasures. We will also mention the oldest reading
room in Vojvodina, the Serbian reading room in
Irig, which was founded by Irig’s Serbs in 1842. Its
goal was to buy, in addition to books in foreign lan-
guages, every Serbian book or newspaper that ap-
peared, especially books published by Matica srps-
ka, in order to help Serbian literature. There is only
one document that confirms that [riska biblioteka i
¢itaonica (Irig’s Library and Reading Room) is the
oldest institution of this type of Serbs in Vojvodina.
It is the book of Dositej Obradovi¢ “Pisma” (Let-
ters), with a small dedication and a precious date
of February 20, 1842. In it, as in all other reading
rooms, lectures, parties, balls, theater performances
were held... Unfortunately, the fate of this reading
room as well as many others in the country was
the same. The building was destroyed during the
Second World War, and together with it, the entire
library fund. But, after the war, it was renovated
and continued with its activities, in order to create
a modern library today, Srpska citaonica (Serbian
Reading Room) in Irig. (Dotcom 2017)

The establishment of Srpska citaonica (Serbian
Reading Room) in Novi Sad in 1845 was made pos-
sible by collecting voluntary contributions at dances
(Koji¢ 1996) They understand the reading room as
a rampart for the defense of their language, nation-
ality and identity. They want to read Serbian books
and newspapers in it, and it becomes the center of
the cultural life of Serbs in Vojvodina. Within the
Srpska citaonica (Serbian Reading Room) were also
founded Srpsko narodno pozoriste (Serbian Nation-
al Theater), first Srpsko pevacko drustvo (Citaonicko
pevacko drustvo) (Serbian Singing Society (Reading
Singing Society)), Novosadsko srpsko kolo (Serbian
Circle of Novi Sad), Devojacko i omladinsko kolo
(Girls’ and Youth Circle)... After the outbreak of the
First World War, Austria-Hungary destroyed numer-
ous archival documents, which caused irreparable
damage to the cultural history of our region.

However, despite the unfavorable circumstances,
in the territory north of the Sava and the Danube,
the educational and cultural life of the cultural
institutions continued. At the end of the war, the
work of libraries and museums in the Kingdom of
Serbs, Croats and Slovenes was renewed. One of the
institutions whose trace in time can be followed is
Srpska citaonica (Serbian Reading Room) in Novi
Sad. Today’s researchers of cultural events note
the facts (verified by archives from the Archives of



3aK/byyak

Hacrane y OypHUM BpeMeHHMa, V TYpOyICHTHIM
JIPYIITBEHO-TIONUTHYKAM TpHIIMKaMa, KynTtypHe
JUTe Cy pe3yiTar 3ajlarama W JIeoBama CPIICKe
KyATypHE €JUTe, MPBEHCTBEHO YHUBEP3UTETCKUX
npodecopa u3 beorpama, koju cy, cariemaBajyhu
HEOIXOTHOCT TpocBehmBama M ONMHCMEHaBamba
CPIICKOT Hapoja, Kako y TpaJoBHMa, Tako M Yy ce-
OCKHM CpeIrHaMa, CBOjy YJIOTY jadar-a HaIFOHaJ-
HE CBECTH 030MJbHO cxBarwiu. Mmajyhm Ha ymy
BXHOCT ydenrha y TOM IpOIIECy, CBOjY MHUCH]Y Cy
peann3oBaiy Kpo3 HU3 MporpaMa M akKTUBHOCTH, Y
IUJby 00pa3zoBarma M KyJITYpPHOT IpPEnopoia Hapo-
Jla Ha OBUM IpocTopuma. Y BpeMeHy mpen [IpBu
CBETCKH part, y npBe nBe nenenuje 20. Beka, Kym-
TypHE JUTe Cy OpPraHU3aIMOHUM KalaluTeTnMa U
OCMUIIIJBEHUM JIPYIITBEHUM aKIlFjamMa yTUIale Ha
KynTypHy monutuky y Kpamesunu Cpouju. Op-
raam3anuja KyntypHe nure y MHOTHM HalllM Me-
CTMMa 3HATHO je yTHUIaa U Ha pa3Boj OMOINOTEY-
KO-MH(OpPMAITHOHE NIEJATHOCTH y HAIOj IpKaBH.
Kynrypra nura je Owmira He caMo mpeTeda, HETO U
CHa)KaH 3aMajall OCHHWBAamy M MOYETHUM KOoparnuma
jaBHUX OmOmMoreka y KpasmeBunu m PerryOmuimm
CpOmujn.

Vojvodina and the Historical Archives of the City of
Novi Sad) that one of the largest public libraries in
Serbia, Gradska biblioteka (City Library) in Novi
Sad, was established on the foundations of Srpska
Citaonica (Serbian Reading Room) in Novi Sad.

Even today, in the 21st century and the time of
domination of digital technologies, there are asso-
ciations in Serbia that don’t renounce on cultural
mission. One of them is the association “Adligat™"
from Belgrade, which originated from the private
library (1882) of Mihailo Lazi¢, Orthodox priest, in
whose home the fans of the written word stayed,
and his personal library and ambiance served as a
reading room.

Conclusion

Created in rough times, in turbulent socio-political
circumstances, Cultural Leagues are the result of
the efforts and actions of the Serbian cultural elite,
primarily university professors from Belgrade, who
have, considering the need to educate the Serbian
people, both in cities and in rural areas, their role
in strengthening national consciousness, took seri-
ously. Bearing in mind the importance of partici-
pation in this process, they realized their mission
through a series of programs and activities, in order
of education and cultural revive of the people in this
area. In the time before the First World War, in the
first two decades of the 20th century, the Cultural
Leagues, with their organizational capacities and
designed social actions, have influenced the cultural
policy in the Kingdom of Serbia. The organization
of the Cultural League in many of our places has
significantly influenced the development of library
and information activities in our country. The Cul-
tural League was not only a predecessor, but also
a strong impetus for the establishment and initial
steps of public libraries in the Kingdom and in the
Republic of Serbia.

10" Association “Adligat” is a non-governmental, non-profit Associati-
on of Citizens, based in Belgrade, which deals with the promotion of
Serbian culture, art and international cooperation

Malesev, Zecevi¢, Topalov
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